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him back to his wife and children clothed with 
all the possibilities of health. Stop the feeble 
cries and pitiful grimaces of the teething baby 
worn to a skeleton by disease and suffering. 
Make him roll with dimpled, rounded glee m 
its lovely mother’s arms. Bid the bacillus tu¬ 
berculosis release its death grip on the race, 
and compel a surcease of its awful record ot 
causing one out of every seven deaths. Open 


up the impenetrable mysteries of cancer anil 
hasten the day when it shall be eradicated 
from the catalogue of human woes. Restore 
to these poor bodies of ours the ability to live 
out their cycle of existence without these dead- 
ly interferences. Don’t give up, don’t stop, 
don’t be discouraged, and may the Hand o 
Infinite Knowledge gird up your loins with 
truth and grace! 
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EDITORIAL 


DR. WITHERSPOON HONORED. 


The election of Dr. J. A. Witherspoon to 
the presidency of the Mississippi Valley Med¬ 
ical Association, which convened in Louis¬ 
ville, October 13, 14 and 15, was a deserved 
compliment to one of the South’s foremost 
internests. 

The Association has been in existence over 
a third of a century and during that time has 
had such prominent men as Byford, Hibberd, 
Mathews, Reed, Wishard, Walker, Lewis, 
Brown, Carstens and others for president. 

Once before Nashville lias been honored 
in the selection of Dr. Duncan Eve to the 
same high office. 

There is perhaps no clinician in the South 
so well known as Dr. Witherspoon. For 
years he has been eminent as a teacher, and 
is a forceful debater on the floor of the various 
societies which he attends. He has done much 
in the medical councils of the nation. 

The next meeting at St. Louis, under the 
presidency of Dr. Witherspoon, will doubtless 
be one of the most brilliant in the history of 
the organization. (W. D. H.) 


THE USE OF TUBERCULIN IN THE 
TREATMENT OF TUBERCULOSIS. 


Since Koch’s discovery of the tubercular 
bacillus in 1880, and demonstrated that it was 
the cause of tuberculosis, naturally the profes¬ 
sion has put forth strenuous efforts to find the 
specific for this disease. As this is the day 
of serum therapy it was but natural that the 
remedy should be sought which was evolved 
from nature's own laboratory, thus many 


forms of tuberculin have been suggested under 
as many different names, and yet it is but fair 
to state that no satis factory results can be 
claimed except in primary cases where the 
treatment was given in connection with the 
well-known efficacy of outdoor life and forced 
feeding; therefore, it is difficult to determine 
just how much good this treatment has done. 
There are two notes of warning which I feel 
should be sounded at this time. In the first 
place the profession should be very careful in 
the selection of the product they use, as in 
more cases than one coming under-the writer’s 
observation the use of the commercial prepara¬ 
tions on the market have produced tuberculo¬ 
sis in the guinea pig; therefore, it would seem 
essential that the general practitioner should 
have the remedy thoroughly tested by a labo¬ 
ratory expert before he dare inject it into hu¬ 
man beings. On the other hand, I 
believe the tendency of the day is for labora¬ 
tory men without proper clinical experience 
and that valuable judgment which comes from 
years of bedside observations, to rush enthu¬ 
siastically into work of this kind. One should 
be very cautious about the application of such 
remedies, be they ever so pure, without proper 
selection of cases in which the treatment 
should do good. Of course it is but natural that 
with a disease of such widely spread death¬ 
dealing character that enthusiasts may hon¬ 
estly carry a treatment promising any good 
whatever entirely too far. So that, in the 
judgment of the writer, it would be far better 
if a combination of both laboratory and prac¬ 
tical bedside experience could be joined to¬ 
gether in the battle being waged against this 
fell destroyer of mankind. And while it must 
be admitted that it is still in the experimental 



